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meet the legitimate wishes of those who believe they have
grievances is weakness. It is possible to be firm, and yet con-
ciliatory. I shall leave this subject, tempting as it is, interesting
as it must be, with the observation that the desire of my
Government, as His Highness so truly recognized, is to do that
which is best and wisest in the interests of India, and the interests
of the Empire.

I shall not dwell to-night upon the part the Princes will be
called upon to play in the future of India. We have had oppor-
tunities of discussing some of these questions in the Chamber of
the Princes. I am glad to hear that His Highness and his brother
Princes have appreciated such efforts as I was able to make. His
Highness rightly adjudged that I shall always be pleased to
discuss, to consider, and to consult with the Princes of India,
upon the affairs that so vitally interest them. Standing here
in this fort, in this State, with this Prince, I must make some
observations before leaving you. Since I first set foot in this
State, I have examined, I have considered, and have admired.
It must be a wonderful experience to reign as the twenty-first
ruler of the State, and as the twelfth Maharaja. The quality
of the eclectic is well marked in Your Highness. You have
displayed it in extracting from the West the special knowledge
of the West, and applying it wisely and judiciously to the special
environments of the East. In itself this is a notable accomplish-
ment. At this moment I think of His Highness as I saw him
to-day, as I see him now, at the head of his force at the review on
his own parade, in his own country, on his own soil, riding at
the head, a proud figure, and yet with the consciousness of
responsibility, a fine figure, a resplendent figure. I thought
to-day as I saw him approach, here is a presentation in the
twentieth century of Rajput chivalry. Rapidly my thoughts
travelled from the gorgeous and beautiful uniform, and from the
honours resplendent upon his breast, which have been showered
upon His Highness, to him as ruler and administrator. I have
had the advantage of reading and studying the records of this
State. I recall Your Highness' advent to the Gaddi, when
seven years old with a Council of Regency, till your majority,
and then I see Your Highness striding forward swiftly, till after
a little over twenty years of administration, you have the praid
satisfaction of observing that the revenues of your State have
increased from twenty lakhs, as they were when you first admin-
istered them, to over eighty lakhs, as they are at the present day.
And here this very gratifying subject must be left for to-night*